
Town of Stafford 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission (SHAC) 

Warren Memorial Town Hall 

Conference Room, 1st Floor 

Monday, January 27, 2020, at 7 p.m. 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting 


1. The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. Members present were leonard Clark, chairman; 
Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Becky Kraussmann, and Beth Magura, recording secretary. Roger 
Ingraham was unable to attend. A quorum was established. 

2. Review of the minutes of the November 25, 2019, regular SHAC meeting 
Donald Passardi made a motion to approve the minutes from the 11/25/2019 meeting; this motion was 
seconded by Becky Kraussmann. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

3. Discussion of SHAC having a presence on the Stafford Brownflelds Advisory Board. 
The Town of Stafford has been awarded a $300,000 grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency for a Brownfields Initiative. On Jan. 21, 2020, the Board of Selectman appointed several people 
to serve on the advisory board. During the two~month hiatus of the Historic Advisory Commission during 
the end-of~year holiday period, Commissioner Beth Magura learned about the impending 
appointments, so she applied for a position on the Advisory Board and was accepted to serve on the 
Brownflelds Advisory Board. 

Regarding the purpose of the Brownfields Advisory Board, the following two paragraphs have been 
extracted verbatim from the minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting on Jan. 21, 2020: 

Stafford Brownfields Advisory Board mission statement: 

To encourage participation in identifying and assessing potentially contaminated properties within 

the Town ofStafford with the greatest potential for revitalization and redevelopment. 


Stafford Brownfields Initiative objective: 

Revitalize land and prevent contamination. 


SHAC members agreed that it is a worthy idea to keep abreast of the activities of the Brownfield 
Initiative, because the decommissioned Witt School in Hyde Park may be considered for remediation 
and redevelopment. Ms. Magura will keep SHAC informed. 

4. Allen Bridge on Spring Street: Discussion of the overdue report of Marie Ennis, a principal of Old 
Structures Engineering LLC, based in New York City (recommended to SHAC by the Historic Bridge 
Foundation of Austin, TX). 
Chairman leonard Clark has contacted Ms. Ennis by email several times since late November 2019 to 
remind her that the Town of Stafford is eagerly awaiting an objective assessment of an approach to 
remediating and repairing the Allen Bridge. On July 3,2019, former Director of Public Works Rick Zulick, 
Ms. Ennis, Mr. Clark and Ms. Magura gathered at the bridge to review the perceived problems related to 
the bridge, such as the loss of fascia stones on the river-facing southwest wall, uncontrolled runoff 
undermining the SW wall of the bridge/Hyde Park entranceway, and degraded mortar pointing 
everywhere on the bridge. 

By the end of January 2020, Ms. Ennis said that she will submit a final report advising Town officials on 
prioritization of repairs to the 107-year-old Allen Bridge. 

1 



The original OSE proposal had been addressed to the Director of Public Works and thus has been 
"inherited" by Devin Cowperthwaite, the new director of public works. If there is a conference call with 
Ms. Ennis after her report is received, SHAC members agreed that at least one SHAC member should 
participate In the call. 

Mr. Clark reminded SHAC that the new Director of Public Works, Devin Cowperthwaite, has 
acknowledged receipt from Selectman Rick Hartenstein of the three-ring binder of SHAC's various 
reports. Mr. Cowperthwaite expressed his thanks forthe detailed work done by SHAC. 

SHAC members discussed the bridge's inclusion on the 1991 CT Inventory of Historic Bridges, which was 
updated in August 2018. Despite loss of the fascia stones and the obvious need for mortar repointing, 
the consultant reporting to the State of CT (Bruce Clouette of Historical and Archeological Services, 
based in Storrs, CT) expressed the opinion that the Allen Bridge still retains a majority of its distinctive 
characteristics and is thus still eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Whether such a designation would be of practical use to the Town of Stafford's efforts to maintain this 
key piece of historic infrastructure must be studied further. 

Ms. Magura said that she had sent an email in Dec. 2019 to Amber Wakley, the Town's Grants and 
Marketing Specialist, about the bridge's inclusion on the 1991 CT Inventory of Historic Bridges, the 
inventory's August 2018 updating, and the identity of Bruce Clouette, who is a veteran architectural 
historian. Mr. Clouette had been involved in assembling the documentation that resulted in Stafford 
Hollow National Register Historic District in the late 1980s, so he possesses historical knowledge of 
Stafford and likely would be a "quick study" when it comes to documentation of the bridge's historic 
relevance. 

5. Discussion of follow up on the Memorial Hall site visit by John Canning & Co. building conservators. 
Ms. Magura mentioned the physical samples collected in August 2019 by David Riccio, the paint and 
architectural materials specialist. As he examined the Hall's decorated interior, Mr. Riccio used a scalpel
like tool to remove small pieces of the painted frescoes on the walls and other painted surfaces. Some of 
this may have informed Mr. Riccio's part of the initial site inspection received by SHAC and sent to the 
Annette Hyde Colton Fund trustees. 

Should the trustees or SHAC follow up to see if Mr. Riccio might have further advice to provide the 
Town regarding the prospects for preserving the fresco-decorated walls in their current rustic, worn 
state? Ms. Magura assumes that some potentially valuable advice may have been reserved by Mr. Ricco 
for a Phase 2 project, which the Town of Stafford mayor may not be able to undertake. At any rate, 
having paid for the initial site inspection, Ms. Magura feels it would be sensible to follow up with Mr. 
Riccio. 

A general discussion ensued, not unlike other past discussions, about the degradation of the frescoed 
walls caused by past roof leaks and overall temperature and moisture fluctuations due to the lack of 
modern climate control. David Wenshell, the John Canning & Co. architect, had recommended that 
serious thought should be given to future uses of Memorial Hall, given the considerable expense 
Involved In trying to retrofit this type of building with modern climate control. 

How should the Trustees prioritize climate control tasks which may be critical to preservation of the 
decorated frescoes in their current state? 

Regarding the collection of stage props stored in rather haphazard fashion at Memorial Hall, Becky 
Kraussmann reported that Dave Bartlett, president ofthe Stafford Historical Society, has some 
knowledge of which of the painted flats are vintage versus those more recently created. Ms. 
Kraussmann advocates that an inventory of stage props be done. Methods of safe storage, such as the 
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building of racks into which the flats can be stacked side by side, could be a suitable project for a Boy 
Scout troop. 

Ms. Kraussmann also feels it would be useful to inquire of the State Historic Preservation Office whether 
there are numerous structures like Memorial Hall still extant in Connecticut. The same applies to its 
history as a Spiritualist gathering place from 1867 through the early 20th century. As a Spiritualist site, is 
the Hall unique and possibly of statewide relevance? 

Ms. Kraussmann also wondered if Rich Shaffer of the VFW has unearthed any new angles on the 
historical relevance of Memorial Hall, which is a contributing structure in the Stafford Hollow National 
Register Historic District. Mr. Shaffer had enthusiastically begun to collect information on the colorful 
history of Memorial Hall and was assembling a website with the help of VFW members. 

It was agreed that Mr. Clark would invite Selectman Rick Hartenstein to the Feb. 24, 2020, SHAC 
meeting to discuss whether a 5-year plan of action might be a practical idea to maintain momentum. 

6. Finding new people to join SHAC. 
This topic will be tabled for later discussion. 

7. Future of SHAC in the long term. 
This topic will be tabled for later discussion. 

8. Public comment. No members of the public were present at this meeting. 

9. Old business. There was no old business. 

10. New business. Mr. Passardi mentioned that he feels the flag pole on East Main Street should be 
replaced due to its historic significance. He had spoken with Bruce Davis, the Town's facilities 
supervisor, who estimated that a replacement pole might cost $18,000. Ms. Kraussmann perceived this 
issue as being veteran-related, so she recommended talking to Rich Shaffer of the VFW. Ms. Magura said 
she would prefer spending that amount of money on repairing the Allen Bridge. 

11. Adjournment. Ms. Kraussmann made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Clark seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously passed by the group. The meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~/~ 
Beth Magura U 
Recording Secretary 
Stafford Historical AdviSOry Commission 
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